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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex Parte in CC Docket No. 96-115

Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned or
Michael Finn at (202) 328-8000 should you need further
information.

cc: Jay Atkinson
Dorothy Attwood
Patrick Donovan
Douglas Galbi
William Kehoe
David Konuch
Tanya Rutherford
James Schlichting
Richard Welch

In reference to the above-captioned proceeding, please
find attached copies of correspondence from Members of
Congress to the Federal Communications Commission. The
letters generally emphasize the importance of establishing
cost-based rates for subscriber list information.
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Honorable William E. Kennard
Chairman. FederaJ Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington. D,C.

Dear Chairman Kennard,

I am writing to request commission action on an order in CC docket 96-115
implementing Section 222(e) of the Communications Act. This provision requires a
telecommunications carrier that provides local exchange service "to provide subscriber list
infonnation gathered in its capacity as a provider of such service on a timely and unbundled
basis, under nondiscriminatory and reasonable rates, terms, and conditions. to any person upon
request for the purpose of publishing directories in any format.·

Congress enacted this provision as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, to protect
and promote competition. As the House committee report noted, "Over the past decade. some
LEC's have charged excessive and discriminatory prices for subscriber listings. Some have
imposed unreasonable conditions such as requiring that the listings be purchased on a statewide
basis or refusing outright to sell listings or updates. This provision prohibits such practices."

The enactment of Section 222(e) in and of itselfhas not resolved these problems.
Independent directory publishers still experience pricing inequities, bundling of discriminatory

.access to and refusals to licensed listings.

In order to bring these problems to a halt, it is vital that the Commission provide clear
and explicit standards defining what will be considered "nendiscriminatory and reasonable­
under section 222(e). It will be particularly useful for the Commission to formulate a clear
policy on what constitutes a reasonable price which recognizes the minimal cost ofproviding
these listings to requesting parties.

~ CANNON Hou.' OIllIllICC 8UII.DlflIG.
WASHINGTON. DC 20515

(202) 2250-2701 Fax: <2021 225-3038
E·m.il: reD.coDU'".mail."o.....gov
'NeD ,;,.: _,,,ol'M.\Jovlcobu,"



I thank you in advance for your study of this current problem. I look fOlWard to the

Commission's response.

Sincerely,

Tom A. Coburn, M.D.

J
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All. tIw1k you tot expressing your views to me. III cc be ofany IIIistaD.ce to you or ycwr
family in the future, pleue do not helitate to contact me.
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Mr. Mark HotBnan
White Director)' OfNorth Carolina, Inc.
4000 Piedmont ParkwaYj Suite 410
Hiah Pomt, North CllOlina 27265

Dear Mark:

'l"l1ak you for c:oDtactina me to cxpnu your~cem thM the Federal Commuftications
Commission (FCC) is f'a1l.iq behind ~beduJe iD implerneDtiDg Section 222{_) ofthc
Communi~ations Act of 1934. I appreciate bemiftg from you OJ:L this important issue.

As you lmow, Sec. 222(e) provideJ iIIdepDlezlt di1'ectmy paabUsbers UDfeataecl ICC8$s to pho.
subscriber liJtI. Coqnu iKluded this provision in the Telecommu.Dieations Act of 1996 in
order to f~litatecompetiticn oll1J.11evels ofthe t.lecomnmnieatiODt badumy. While the FCC
hu ia.dicated 1hat it will promulpte a rule implemerltilll thilt section of tileA~ it has yet to do
SO s1ace the Ac'tts enactment in February. 1996.

After rectiviq )'our letter, 1ca1led the LetislaUve Affain Depl:rtmlat at the FCC. They
informed me that they IN cunently in the proeeas ofdraftiq the naJe IDd ahouJd have it ready
tor cODsideration sometime wi~\Un. the rsext few months. 1lut UlUfecl that I WI'll clOll1y monitor
the pce', I~tion on this matter, and know me FCC i8 qui1e aware afmy desire to implement the
remaininc sections ofthc Act as <luiddy as possible.

Apri122, 1998
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